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Not Returning .to Higher Education Programs," does not allow for stydents who 

• ■ i ' 

are acadeioically ineligible tio return to college to "show any other reason for 

their departure from college. While academic ineligibility does tend to obscure 

other reasons because of its concreteness, there is good cause to suspect that 

"flunking out" of^ college results from qpressute* and stresses on students of 

which institutions of higher education might wish to be aware. Given reasonably 

competent admission procedures, the- student who must leave college because of 

poor grades rarely results from pure stupidity, and even lack of nwtlvation to 

get good grades is probably coupled with extenuating" factors. In fact,, students 

who become statistics of academic failure isJEten have done nothing more to bring 

> ■ * • ■ . 

about this situation than ^neglect to follow proper withdrawal procedures from 
their institution. Yet, the dCR B6 Rep<>rt does not peroiit such extenuating cir- 
cumstances to be reflected in the reasona why academically ineligible students 

t • / 

i ^ , ■ 

leave college. For this reason, the 1978 B6 Survej at the University of Ndrth 
Carolina at Chapel, "^i 11 was expanded to include a 8ma\l group of students who 
were academicaUy ineligible to retym to this University following their initial 
enrollment in 19^. ' ' ' , 

As one of the purpcises of the OCR B6 Report is to examine reasons for the 
withdrawal of black students from traditipnally- white institutions, only black 
stuiienta who we^e academically ineligible to return to UNg4:h were included in 
the survuy^ TWenty-two st^ents comprised t^vis group and they received the same 
qupstionnAitc^ t8 the l«rget group of . academically eligible students (the question- 
, nairea were color coded to^ keep the groupa separate). In additioi^to the original 
wailiiig, tw> follownip maiiinga wpt^ aept which resulted in a total of 1% x^ipQ^u^s 

: ■ ■;■ V...;-.- ■ ' ■ : ■ ■•-■■3; ' ■ ' ■ 
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out of the group of 22, As one student could not berreached at any address on 
file at The University, the actual respo^rise^ rate was 57;l% (12/21) • Additional* 
details concerning the procedures followed are . available from the author and a ' 
eopy gf the questionnaire is jlncluded at the end, — 



The table ^ti ttie neaet page {Table lit^shows th^ -reasons lor. withdrawal lifted 



f 



by^ this group of acaderoically ineligible *biack students. .Several interesting 
aspects of the table deserve n^ntion here. First; reason #16, "Was failing or 
not doing as well as I wanted was mentioned by all respondents as being of 
Bouie importance in their decision 'tos^ leave The University • While this is not 
surprising, given that 'all, of these students were in academic difficulty, it is 
^ surprising that not one of th^ students^ listed this reason as the single most 
important reason for leaving Carolina,. T«> possible explanations for this find-^ 
ing are: either tne students used'' other reasons as e^useis for their poor academic, 
performance, or the students* graces actually were affected ad^^sely by other 
\ ' citt:umstances- Some combination of these two explanations may be the most logical; 

■ ' coQ<;lusion, ^^t the finding does Suggest with^some certainty that ^academic ineli-? 
* ' gibility was not *d?e primary reason why these students left college, at least not j 

from their perspective. . 
* Second, reason, #18, "Needed a break to reconsider my goalSy^nd .interests,!' . 

shoys the second highest percentage of s^tudents indicating that it was important 
<:o them in their decision to leave. Yet, for reason #16, this was not chosen 
by, many students (only 1 in 10) a? the single^tnost important reagpn for their / 
withdrawal from Carolina. ' i 

* Third,. other reasons mentioned by at least half^^^f the respondents are (num-* 

, hex of students in parenth<fles) : \ , 

#9 - Had health or p^sonal problems (6) 
#11 - Did not like mC-Cn in general (5) 
^ / #12 - Wis di^ppointed in my major program or school (5) 

#13 - Gould not get the academic advice I needed (5) 
ERJC -J , s #15 The University seetaed too large and impersonal (7).- 
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Fourth^ and finally colunm* tfitled, Single Most. Important Reason, show ^ ^ 
seven reasons roentioned as n^st important by at legist one respondent with only two 

f 

S>f these having been mentioned by miltiple respondents. Reason #9, "Had health 
or personal problems," was listed by the hi^est percentage of respondents (30%) 
while reason'' itl5,\^^e University seemed tooSlarge and imi^rsonal," was listed 
by 202 of the respondents to the survey. Rai^her than accepting the^e^single most 
important reasons as the sole tfafcioiiale for the withdrawal IS group ot 



academically ineligible black students, one should re\^ew these' reasons in c©n-^ 
, 1. , 

junction witljn the major and minor reasons previously discussed^ Thus, the picture 

• ■ . > * • 

that one gets from the combination of student responses, or at least from one 
interpretation, shows a group 6f students cognizant of their academic dilemma but 
influenced strongly by non-acaciemic forces such as fami*ly problems or poor adjuSt- 
ment to university life. Additional support for this ^sicture is provided by 



comments students added to their questionnaire; these are presegited later. 

Ad^l^onal- information gathered through the survey, but which is\iot presented 
in table ^orm, suggests the following; * 
In response to question %23 asking if students considered their treasons 




ive 



for leading Carolina to be persoaaXT university-related, or some of both, fi 
respondents listed some of both (55.6%), three listed personal (33.3%), and one 
said university-related (11.1%); • ' * ^ 

2) Despite the academic problems enc(iuntered here, three stud^nt^ indicated 
that they had entered other colleges or universities after leaving Chapel ftill; 

two students mentioned specific institutions : Methodist College a«d Shlu^Jniver- - 
sity; . .■ . ^ 

* . . 

3) Future plans of this group of students show that 36.4% plan .to return to 
Carolina to finish their degree vhile an additional 27.3%^ay return?^ only one 
studei^ out-i£j:he group (9.1%) sj^ted that future plans did not include finishing 
the bachelor*^ . 



The question which remains and yhich was the main reason for surveying this 

gitoup £i academically ineligible itudent^ is the extent to ^ich their reaions 

• \ <• * • ■ • ■ . , ■ ' '. ' * 

for leaving Carolina differ from thdse listed by the group who were academically 

eligible to continue at this Un^ersity, Unquestionably ^t;here are many differences 

yet any interpretation of the data must be cautious because there are nuqprous ... 

similarities as well and one should not overlook either side in making comparisons* 

. ' • I ■ 'i 

ta terms of differences the most striking one§ seemi to be that a comparatively 
high percentage of the eligible students chose "other reasons" for leaving while- / 
this reason Was not mentioned by the ineligible students^ very frequently, and that 
few students in the eligible group listed "Was failing or not doing .as we 

■ ' ■ ■ f 

wanted" as important (24.0%) while 100!^ of the ineligible group rated this reason*- 
as important. Other differences can be noted by reviewing the paper, "Voluntary 
Withdraw/l: Why Don* t They Return," (Ironside and Sanford) being presented con- 
currently at this Conference. , I i 

.1 - " . . 

Looking at similarities one must be aware that the small number of students 

^ - ■■ . ■ . . -y - ' . ' , ' ' : ' ' ' 

-in the academically ineligible group makes comparisons difficult particularly 

when using singly most imfi^tant reasons. Nevertheless, the findings show, tliat 

the top two single most important reasons for the ineligible group (and the only 

ones noted by more than one student), "Had health or personal problems" and "The 

University seemed too large and impersonal," were ranked fifth and third, respec- ' 



tively, ^amdng the academically eligible students*r< y^ii^; the combined totals for 4 



major and minor reasOn%, the comparisons are as shown ^ ^ 

Ineligible Eligible 

Reasx>ns ■ m Rank Rank 

#16 failing or not doing as well as I wanted • . 1 "8 

#18 NeedejL»a break |to reconsider my goals and interests ^ 2 , 3 

#15 Jhe/University seen^d too large and impersonal 3 2 

# 9 Had healtK or personal problems , 4 7 



Witljout wanting to pverstate the similarities, it seems safe, nevertheless, 
to state thaC reasons for leaving this University are somewhat the same for academ- 

" ■ • • ' ■ • —-v ■ • ■ . • . ;■ . • .. ■ ■ ■ • . ■ -i 

. ically ineligible students as they are for af;;adgmic*lly >il?^ible studetit*; ■ . r 
To conclude, several points deserve mention. First, students who had to leave 
Carolina because of academic difficulties seemed quite aware of th'eir problem; yet, 
» their" responses tC the survey suggest. that non-academic factors we?wjL of considerable' 
impprtance during their enroUojent at UNC-CH. Second, their comments (included 
at the end) voluntarily added to the. questionnaire by seven respondents are yery . 
similar to some of the comments added by academically eligible students to tiieir 
questionnaires. In particular, the conmi^iH^telate to respondents who left Carolina 
because of personal ^obl ems, the. impersonality of UNC-CH, and/or academic counsel- 
ing, problems . In reading comments from both groups of students, one senses a ^ 
feeling of fr^iatrfstion and uncertainty as the student encountered unanticipated and 
somewhiit unpleasant experiences in Chapel Hill. While there Is a hesitancy to 
blame The University entirely, there is also lass than complet"e acceptance of the 
situation as resulting from pfersonal failure. One might suggest that the coianents ' 
raise possibility of a mismatch either between The University and the student 
in general or between students' needs at this point in their lives and the parti- 
cular set of experiences offered by Carolina. . • . * 

Third, and finally, this small study' of academicai;Ly^ ineligible stuc^nts 
demonstrates jsome support' "for the rationale for doing the study: students who 
"flunk-out" of college give many of the.«ame reasons for their leaving college as 
-students who voluntarily withdraw. The same reasons that contribute to students' 

decisions to leave voluntarily may contribute, also, to academic failure .and, *sub- ' 

..... ' ' ' • ^ ^ ' ' • 

, sequently, to non-voluntary departure. This study. will be continued this fall a^ 

'» ■ • ' 

4>art of our OCR B6 survey requirements. 
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V - ■ ■• . ■ . 

: Cowtoents From Academically Ineligible Black Students 

• 

„ The , sevf II c6ft*entr %ihp:^ ^lldv Verd • t'aken 'verbati'ia from tlie questionnaires^ 

returned by students in the academically ineligible group. All coam^nts which > 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ ' / * ■' ■ 

/ * ■ , ■ • 

were submitted are included here and the entire conment from each student is 

■ ^ \' . . . - -■ ... ■ ' ' 

shown. The opinions state4 laay not be represent^ive of all students in the group 

and do not represent views held or endorsed by the author. 

*UNC is just to cold and impersonal. I am used to being extensively involved 
with school activities and UNC is just not the place for the average black* 
student to show "his or her leadership abilities. Where I am, I 1^1 moreT part 
of the University-people care and show it. I am very happy where I am and , 
after I graduate in 3 years and get married, I may decide to fry for my masters 
degree at UNC. 

- *Whenever I think about UNC an4 the fall semester, I become very depressed. It 
seems that no one really c'ares an4 I was fighting a losing battle by myself . 
UNC was okay until half way my first when I became sick. Then I started havini 
problems with my teachers and I don?t believe they judged me fairly. I saw 
how impejrsonal the whole system was and I becarw totally depressed whenever I 
thought about UNCi I lost all interest and apathy. I didn't care so 1 didn*t 

• try. Now some of the depression has g<Jne & I've found a new will power to try 
again and*to beat the system no matter what. * 

**CRAM VOUR AI»IINISTRATION. • " 

*Very negativ"^ attitudes that developed through a. misunderstanding in teaching 
& counseling faculty. Maybe I needed to naich inspiration. When my best was 
cut-up so was my motivation. School-to-student relationships should be nwre 
import^t , . ^ f ' "* . 

*I came to UNC with expectations of doirfg well -in many areas, but quickly became 
dj*sillusioned. I had problems at home, my mother's grandmother both want to the 
hospital for long periods of time. I could not get along with my rooimnate. Plus 
I had poor.- or actually n© study habits. This was very important with concern 
to gr^tfies. ^It didij^t mati;er JBuch, because before the mid-semester cram, I had ' 
decided not'to ^return after the e'nd of>the year* (April) , so I didn't exert much 
effort, I do Icnow that I wi^ return to- college- in four years when I have ended 
my, Naval career,., I don't know if I'll retuttrSb' UNG, but my main -goal in life 
has always been to ba a'Physical Therapist ^cTI kndw l *rill. Right not I am 
gaining the much^Tieeded discipline that I lacked as a Freshman. It's a great 
help. I hope that this helps you. It makes me feel better to know that someone * 
is interested. ' 




*I was not doing as. well as I felt I could do. .1 was 'not satisfied, with my major, 
I need time to find what I want to major in. I have enlisted in the Air Force 
now.- After I complete my; enlistment, I miy t^y to return to Carolina. 

*There seemed a osach better purpose, in life for me'^than a mindful of knowledge 
which in turn, provided me with a comfortable^ means of living.. I image it is / 
import^ to some degree. However ., I found that fountain of living water that 
my we.ars^ soul searched desperately for - &)d, and thru him my dayby-day 
©xperiencWs (showing someone who's full of hatred of the world thtt I love and 
care for them because God cared for n») U auch more important than worldlv 
wisdom & money, tn ^ ^ ^ 
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De&r Carolina Student: 



Noveaber, 1978 



You were enrolled at The University of North^Carolina at Chapsl HiU in 
Fall, 1977, but you are not enrolled this fall, ybile our records indicate 
that -you were acammically ineligible to continue your enrollment, ve believe ' 
thit there may hStve b^en other underlying if easons vhich brought about this ' 
situation. Oftentimes a stu^t Mil appear .to '•flifnk'-out'' of college , when, in 
fact, academic ability had nothing to do with it. The student my have gotten ' 
fed up with the University, n^y have eiK^untered personal probles^s, or may have 
needed a break f yet, the student's deeisioh to leave college shows up on the ' ' 
recotd as academic ineligibility. ' ■ 

If you are willing to sptejii some of your time completing tte enclqdt^ survey, 
'I would like to learn of the factors which influenced you to leave CaroUh^ 
Perhaps the course liork was too demaxidipg for you,'t2iat I do not kjwwf but, J 
would like to know jusi what led up to your not returning to the University this 
fall. Please let^ me /^ir from you! - * t 

^ postage-paid envelope is enclosed jfor your use.' please print your name 
on the outside of it so that I will know/ you have responded. Your jiame will be 
separate from your responses as soon as the mail is opened^ so your 'ccmnents will 
be completely aiwnymous. Your participation is voluntary and you may omit any 
question that you do not wish to answer. Ml of your responses will be confidential, 
and no use will be made- of the information, which would aMov you be identified 
as an individual. • • 

' ' . ■ • ^ ■ ' . .. ^ 

The infonaation you provide is im^rtant knd J hope you will take .the time 
to respond f please do so today before it ' slips your mind. In advance, I thank you 
for your help and pooperat ion. and llfish you well in your future endeavors, 

Sinc&rely, 

f* ' ■ * • • • 

, Timothy R. Sanford / 
^ , ' Assistant Director 

Sncl, •■ ' .■■ " ^ • 

/ ^ 11 ■ 



OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH 
THE UNIVERSITY OP NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL 



I. QBESTJIONS ABOUT WHY YOU DID NOT RETURN TO THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA . 
• AT CHAPEL Him (Pleaie check one response for each guegtion.) " / 



Major Minor Not a 
Reason Reason Reason 



1. 

2: 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

r5. 

16^ 
17. 
18. 

9.- 

20. 

21. 



3 



bid not have sufficient money^to stay in college 
Cpuld not get student financial aid 
My itudeut aid was insufficient 
Was offered a job 
Wanted to get practi^l experience 
Could not get on-^aapus housing 
Got married or planned to get married 
Had a family crisis 
Had health or personal problems — 
Thought college was not relevant 
Did not like UNC-CH in g^eneral 
Was disappointed in my major program or- sc^yool 
Could not get the academic advice I needed 
Could not find satisfactory housing off-s:ampus 
The University' seemed too lar^e and imperspna}^ 
Was failing or not doing as well as 1 wanted . 
Wanted to tr*vel/study abroad 

Needed a break to reconsider my goals and interests 
Needed time to decidjs on a major field of study 
Finishing incompletes or taking correspondence courses 
Other (please specify) _ . 



22. From questions 1-'21 above^ plef se indicate the number of % the one most impbrtant 
reason for your not returning to Carolina this fsll: , 

23. iDo you feel that your reasons for not returning to UNC^H were "personal" 
(such as, illness in family) or "university-relat^" (such as, the University 
seamed too big)? ' . 



Personal 



University-relatjed 



Some of both 



Em 



II. QUESTIONS ABOUT .YOUR CURRENT ENROLLMENT STATUS 

24.- Have ydu enrolled in another college br university since leaving Carolina? 



25. 

28. 
29 • 
30. 



Yes 



Major, Mi^nor Not ^ 
^^^^Q^ Rgasop Reason 



No If yes, please indicate, below your reasoxM for 
tnansf erring (which my be in addition to any 
reasons you checked above), and the college you 
enJ^ered; 



Needed to attend a lesis expensp.ve college 

Wanted to be closer ko spouse or intenc^ed spouse 

Not accepted in desired major field at UNC-Cll 

Wanted to jbe closer to home 

Changed career plans : . 

Other (Please specify) ^ * 

(Pleaie continue on' the other aide.) 



. III. QUE'StlONS ABOUT YOUR FOTURE PUNS : \ *^ <^ ' 

-YES m "kaybe 

31 V • ' - I pl|p to return to "Onc-CH to fxniih ny degree 

32. . • ; . . ' - I pl*n to £iQ£ih my degree el seiriiere 

33. - X may ^return to UllC'-<^ for anotlwr degree later 
- . eariL^ degree at UNC-CH by finiahiog ' 

^ ' incoD^Xetes or hy.correapondenc^ 

' . : I "do not expe^ to finish dt^^ree ' 

^ tV. QUESTIONS ABOUT YOU . . " * 

36, Your sex: Male Fenale 

37. Your >te! 

aa. -Your race: ^ ' Black White Other 

i>«r ing your last enrolliaent at UNC-CH, iMkre yots claiaified ai a reaide^t of 
' ' North Carolina for tuition jwrpotea?. Yea 
iO. What tlata wtre you in when last enroITe? at UHC~GH7 

■ Sophomore _^ • Junior Senior 

Fifth year Unclaaaified . ^ / 

. Prof eaiional (lav, medical, dental) 

41* If you had choaen one, what was your aajor? ■ ' . - 

42. If you ever received atudent aid from UliC*<:H, how mch did you receive ftoa 
theae sourcea? (Pleaae liat the total aaioimt for all yeara foxf*^eaeh type.) 

Baaici Granta* (BEOG) $ : ' Suppl<saental"Granta (SEOG) ^ ' ' 

Direct jStVtdent Loan (HDSL) $ - Other loan $ "■ , ■ ' . 

* College Work-Study (CWSP) $ Other part-titte jbb $ 

Univeraity Scholarihip $| ^ Other icholarihip .$ 



The ahort-anawer qu^ationi on*thfa furvey «re eaay to tabulate by conputer,, but 
we realize that they laay limit your reaponaei. Therefore, i*e urge you to use the 
apace below, adding other p«ga^ if necaaaary, to ^lain more fully why you 
decided not to return to Carolina thia fall.' 



Pleaae return your survey and c o m mtn tii aa aoon aa poaaible in the encloaed 
envelope. So that W6 can kaow who haa reaponded, plaaae print your n«Be 
on the outaide of the envelope in *the ap«ce provided. Thank you for taking 
your time to help uif 



